
COMMENTS FROM 
THE CHAIR
It is time to put together yet another edition 
of Village Voice, and it seems impossible that 
summer has come and gone since the last one. 

Hopefully your calendar was as full and 
interesting as that of the Village Hall. The Hall 
was in use most days and evenings. As well 
as our regular users (Short Mat Bowls, Keep-
Fit and Pilates classes, Norton Players and 
Dronfield Brass Band Rehearsals, not forgetting 
Social Services Classes five days a week) there 
were Birthday Parties for all ages, Weddings, 
Anniversaries, Charity Events, Musical Evenings, 
Plays etc etc.

And then, of course, the Annual Summer Gala, 
which proved to be one of the most successful 
for years, the highlight being the flypast by a 
Spitfire of the RAF Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight. It seemed very appropriate as this year 
is the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.

With an equally varied calendar for the coming 
months the Management Committee trusts it 
will have something for every one, and thanks 
you for your support in the past.

Pamela Wigfield
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2010 VILLAGE GALA
The Gala on the 3rd July was a great success. There were more 
stalls than in previous years and, although we have no means 
of knowing for certain, there seemed to be a greater number of 
visitors than ever before and to welcome those arriving from 
Eckington Road was the now familiar sound of Matthew Cooke’s 
street organ. 

After a fly past by a Spitfire from the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight, the Gala was formally 
opened by the Dronfield Town Mayor, Cllr Philip 
Blackburn, accompanied by Mrs Blackburn and 
the Sunday School Queen, Aimee Raw and her 
attendant Megan Atkin.

First on the programme, after the formalities, 
was Professor Gilbert’s traditional Punch and 
Judy show, taking us up to the Blessing of 
the Well Dressing. The Dronfield Band played 
a lively selection and children from Lenthall 
Infants School gave a display of May Pole 
Dancing. There was a greater number of Classic 
Cars this year and the Coal Aston Bowling 
Club provided a bowling challenge, as well as 
cream teas. The Club raised £100 towards the 
proposed village war memorial. 

A new event this year was a Tug o’ War 
organised by Anthony Hutchinson and won by a 
team from the Cross Daggers. 

Finally, the organising sub-committee and 
the Village Hall Management Committee 
express their sincere thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the success of the Gala, not 
forgetting the following businesses which 
kindly donated prizes for the raffle. Barnard’s 
Coffee Shop, Chesterfield Football Club, Cross 
Daggers, David J Fruits, Ferndale Garden 
Centre, Greendale News, Hidden Treasures, 
McCalls Butchers, New Leaf Garden Centre, 
Sheaf Motors Coal Aston, Stone the Crows, 
Wacky Warehouse, Ward’s Garden Centre and 
Wok Wonder. 

Photos by kind  
permission of Dronfield Eye
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Well Dressing
Congratulations to Jane Bulleyment and her 
team of volunteers who put together the Well 
Dressing this year. The public donations raised 
£170 for the Derbyshire Air Ambulance Service.

Keep Fit Club Helped the 
Heroes
A Second World War evening at the Village 
Hall, organised by the Norton Keep Fit Club, 
raised £500 for the Help for Heroes Charity. 

Commemorative Oak Tree
An Oak Tree has been planted by Mrs Pamela 
Wigfield and members of the Management 
Committee in memory of their predecessors 
who organised the building of the original 
Village Hall.

Marathon Man
David Smith, the chemist at Greendale Peak 
Pharmacy, has completed another challenge 
and raised a further £1,200 for Ashgate 
Hospice and the Multiple Sclerosis Society. His 
latest incredible achievement was running 100 
miles through the Lake District in 35 hours 36 
minutes and 4 seconds. David already holds 
the world records for running a marathon on 
all seven continents in the shortest aggregate 
time of 23 hours 36 minutes and the fastest 
marathon dressed as a jester in 3 hours 33 
minutes and 55 seconds. 

Classic Cars support the War 
Memorial Fund
Congratulations to the owners of the Classic 
Cars displayed at the Gala who organised a 
raffle on Gala Day with the winners being 
taken for a spin around north Derbyshire in 
one of the classic cars. The raffle raised over 
£120 towards the War Memorial Fund.

Dronfield Town Twinning 
Federation
2011 marks the 40th anniversary of the 
twinning agreement between Dronfield and 
Sindelfingen. To celebrate this anniversary 
there will be an exchange of visits between 
the two towns. The plan is for a group from 
Dronfield to visit Sindelfingen during the first 
week of May 2011 and for the German party to 
visit Dronfield from 22 – 26 September 2011. 
For further information contact the Secretary 
on 01246 414042. 

Village Voice BriefsCoal Aston Folk
We’re enjoying a great 
year’s music and 
entertainment at  
The Village Hall.
May 8th marked a very welcome return for 
troubadour Bob Fox who was last with us in 
2007. Bob is recognised as amongst the finest 
voices on the UK folk scene and is always 
guaranteed to provide a brilliant night’s 
entertainment. Whilst undeniably being a folk 
singer and guitarist he chooses his material 
carefully to appeal to whatever type of 
audience he performs to. In our case he filled 
his set with the likes of favourites from his 
native North East of England including Dance 
to Your Daddy and Cushy Butterfield alongside 
lovely renditions of many well and lesser known 
folk songs from across the country. His guitar 
playing had most of us looking on totally in 
awe with complete virtuosity in standard and 
open tunings throughout the evening.

Gala night has become a special evening at 
The Village Hall and this year on July 3rd we 
welcomed The Swing Commanders as our 
entertainment. They are billed as the finest 
exponents of Western Swing music in the 
UK and indeed that is what they are. Six in 
number, they provide an audio and visual feast 
of quality music delivered with humour and 
professionalism second to none. It’s hard to 
describe their act on paper but if you missed 
them then why not put a note in your 2011 
diary for 12th November as we immediately 
booked a return visit. All six (three guys/three 
gals) are virtuoso musicians/singers and at the 
end of the night earned the first Coal Aston 
standing ovation we can remember.  
Brilliant stuff.

By the time you read this we will have had 
Elbow Jane in concert on September 18th 
– review in the next Village Voice. Saturday 
October 9th gives the chance to see Scuppered 
in concert in their own right and on Friday 
November 5th (already a complete sell out) we 
welcome the McCalmans back to Coal Aston 
for their final ever English gig.

The annual Village Hall favourite event “The 
Scuppered Christmas Show” is on Saturday 
18th December this year, so get your tickets 
booked early, as is the advice for the first gig 
in 2011 with Dave Berry and The Cruisers on 
Saturday 8th January. This annual event with 
our local pop star always fills up quickly.

All enquiries to Pete (01246 410611) or John 
(01246 411526).
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 Street names, too, have changed in recent 
years. Mr Walter Havenhand remembers 
that the Coal Aston end of Dyche Lane 
was known as Sheffield Road, as recently as 
1947, as shown in the illustration. Sometime 
later, probably with the development of 
the Batemoor estate, it became Dyche 
Lane to align with the existing name at the 
Meadowhead/Norton end. 

At the junction of what are now Dyche Lane 
and Eckington Road, there are two old farm 
houses, Moor View and Norwood, and the old 
Village School, all three now being private 
residences. Mr Havenhand tells us that the 
postal address around this junction was Town 
End and the road between here and Green Lane 
was called Buxton Terrace (shown on a map of 
1876) after the row of houses which still bears 
the name. Across the road there was a ‘Smithy’. 
The same map shows Alms Houses at ‘Town 
End’, though most of the older residents we 
have spoken to only remember there being a 
fish and chip shop here. 

The main road through the village is Eckington 
Road. Close to the Dyche Lane junction is the 
Chequers, which once had a cricket ground. 
The Chequers dates from at least the 1820’s, 
though there is a tale about a tall strange man 
and a girl asking for board at the Chequers on 
a bitter December night in 1745. 

Also in the mid-18th century, this road was 
the turnpike route between Sheffield and 
Chesterfield, and on to London, and it is said  

 
 
 

that the present number 16 Eckington Road, 
was once a Posting Inn or a Toll House. 

There is no doubting the address of houses 
to the north side of number 16. The name of 
Buxton Terrace, referred to earlier, now refers 
to houses 18 – 24. On the Dronfield side of 
number 16 is Forresters Lane. In the 1901 
census there were five cottages recorded here, 
though their address is still shown as Back of 
Buxton Terrace. But the 1861 census shows 
John Forrest as a toll bar keeper. Could this  
be mere coincidence, or is the lane named in  
his memory?

Mr Havenhand recalls that the part of what is 
now Green Lane from the junction with Holmley 
Lane down to the Snape Hill Lane junction used 
to be known as Dronfield Lane. 

We have covered only about 100 yards but have 
barely scratched the surface. What stories might 
the residents past and present be able to add … 
and if walls could talk! Now that would be an 
interesting read.

 Cinderella at 
 Coal Aston
Following a party to 
celebrate 30 years of 
Norton Players, the 
rehearsals are going 
strong for the fun-filled 
family pantomime, the 
classic Cinderella.
As usual there are a few twists to the story 
to keep people interested, but fun, laughter, 
dance and music are liberally spread around to 
guarantee a good time.

The show runs from Monday 29 November  
to Saturday 4 December, curtain 7.15pm  
plus a matinee performance on the Saturday  
at 2.30pm.

Tickets are available from 0114 2372326 and 
booking forms from the hall. Monday night 
special offer of two tickets for the price of one. 
Tickets are £6 each, £5 for concessions. A 
family ticket (2 adults, 2 children) is £20.

Old Coal Aston

As you walk around Coal Aston you can be looking at and passing 
recent history. Several of the properties which are now family 
homes were working farms until only a few years ago, with the 
farmers working in fields that surround the village. There were at 
least a couple of working blacksmiths’ shops, the village school 
dating from the 1840s and now a private house, several cottages 
that were lived in by miners, men, women and children employed 
in agriculture and the local cutlery trades and for a short time 
(1872 – 1883) workers from the Wilson Cammell Dronfield 
works, which manufactured railway lines for the railways of 
Britain and the whole world. 

One hundred yards: two hundred years.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 16 October

NORTHUMBERLAND, NORTH PENNINES AND

THE SCOTTISH BORDERS

Illustrated talk by Andrew Firth at 19.30 hours 
Admission at the door £2.50 
Light refreshments available

Friday 5 November  
THE McCALMANS 

Their final English gig before  
Ian McCalman retires. 

This will be a ticket only event. 
Hosted and supported by Scuppered. 
Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours. 

Tickets £12.00 from 01246 410611 or 411526 

Saturday 6 November 
VULCAN VARIETIES proudly present 

A Night at the Music Hall 
Curtain up 20.00 hours.  
Bring your own drinks 

Tickets £7.00; Concessions £6.00  
from 0114 2431339

Friday 12 November  
SIXTIES NIGHT OF ROCK AND ROLL 

THE PAST MASTERS IN CONCERT and support 
Tickets £10 from The Royal Oak or  

The Cross Daggers 
Dancing from 20.00 in support of the Village 

War Memorial Fund

Saturday 20 November 
BARN DANCE with Strings and Reeds 

19.45 until 23.30 hours.  
Tickets £9.00 including Pie and Peas supper 

from 0114 2746124

Monday 29 November to Saturday 4 December 
NORTON PLAYERS present their Pantomime 
CINDERELLA (including Saturday Matinee) 

Tickets £6.00; Concessions £5.00  
from 0114 2372326 

Curtain up 19.15;  
Saturday Matinee 14.30 hours

Saturday 18 December 
THE CHRISTMAS SHOW 

With all the usual fun and guests  
hosted by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00.  
Tickets £6.00 including Christmas Fayre from 

01246 410611 or 411526 

Saturday 8 January 
DAVE BERRY & THE CRUISERS 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered. 
Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours. 

Tickets £10.00 from 01246 410611 or 411526 

STAMP FAIRS at the Village Hall 
Third Sunday of each month. 

Coal Aston Village Hall is acknowledged 
as the district’s most popular venue for live 

entertainment. There is always a big demand 
for tickets. To avoid disappointment our advice 

is to book early.  
For more information visit our website (www.
coalastonhall.org.uk) or telephone/fax 01246 

415630. For bookings and hire charges 
telephone 01246 418573. 
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Vulcan Varieties, currently celebrating their 
fourth birthday, are presenting their new 
season of Music Hall shows throughout the 
Sheffield Area, which to date have included 
over 200 different songs and items. Each show 
is completely different and is built up starting 
with a blank sheet of paper. Their name, Vulcan 
Varieties, comes from the statue of Vulcan on 
the top of Sheffield Town Hall and the first book 
to be written on Music Hall –  
‘The Variety Stage’.

The core members of the group had previously 
performed together some five years ago, and 
several for over 25 years, when it was decided 
to form a permanent ‘authentic’ Music Hall 
company in the Victorian/Edwardian style. 
The company still consists of all the original 
members and can number up to 30 people in 
total, when a show hits the road. 

The company has an extensive library of 
material. Apart from performing the more 
familiar pieces, little known songs are featured 
and are well received. Many of these songs have 
remained on shelves for over 100 years. 

The Vulcan Varieties will bring their latest 
production to the Village Hall on Saturday 6 
November and for some of the audience this 
may be their first taste of Music Hall, which is 
the basis of all modern entertainment. Vulcan 
Varieties gains pleasure from maintaining this 
form of Traditional British Fayre.

For more information see the list of Dates for 
Your Diary or contact the company’s Secretary 
on 0114 2431339.

VULCAN VARIETIES – ‘Jollity with Frivolity’




