
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome to our autumn edition of the Village 
Voice; how fast it has come around.

It has been a steady summer for the Village 
Hall, with many of the regular users and musical 
evenings, a noticeable new-comer being the 
popular Zumba class. If you love Latin American 
music and want to slim, this could be for you.

The highlight of the summer has to be the 
extremely successful Summer Gala. We have been 
thrilled by the numerous compliments received 
from many attending on the day. Comments 
passed back to the management committee 
after the event have been almost ‘rave reviews’. 
It seems we are managing to bring to the village 
a truly family fun day for all. It was great that we 
were able to have the RAF Spitfi re fl y-over again 
and it would be wonderful get it every year - who 
knows?

The Management Committee of the Village Hall 
would like to thank everyone who helped with 
the Gala with especial thanks to the following 
local businesses which kindly donated prizes for 
the raffl e: 

Barnard’s Coffee Shop
The Chequers Inn
Chesterfi eld Football Club
David J Fruits
Ferndale Garden Centre
Greendale News
Hidden Treasures
Masala
McCalls Butchers
New Leaf Garden Centre
The Royal Oak
The Cross Daggers
Sheaf Motors of Coal Aston
Stone The Crows
Ward’s Garden Centre
Wok Wonder

In September the Dronfi eld Town Twinning 
Federation entertained representatives from 
Sindelfi ngen and chose the Village Hall as the 
venue for their celebration dinner. They also 
kindly invited some members of the Management 
Committee to join them for the evening.

Pamela Wigfi eld
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Hopefully we are at the end of the long and 
dreary winter where many of us also found 
ourselves tightening our belts. The evidence 
of this effect for the Village Hall was the loss 
of one or two regular users through lack of 
support. We hope things will soon improve 
and they will be back with us. Thankfully the 
majority of our regular users still have plenty 
of support.

On a lighter note recent weeks have brought 
a welcome taste of spring, which turns our 
thoughts to summer and the Village Gala. 
It has been wonderful to see the increasing 
number of new faces along with regular 
supporters of the Gala especially young 
families with lots of children. 

It is the goal of the Gala to provide a day out 
for local residents of all ages. We are working 
hard to continue bringing ever more interesting 
and fun activities.

Obviously much of the success of the Gala 
must go to the stallholders and entertainment 
providers who join us year after year. To them 
all we say a huge thank you. Sadly Mr & Mrs 
Roland Hill and their gorgeous array of plants 
will not be with us this year, and we thank 
them both for their years of supporting the 
Gala.

Pamela Wigfi eld

VILLAGE
VOICE

Coal Aston
Village Hall

Spring 2011

GALA WEEKEND 2011
MAKE IT A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER

This year’s Gala will be held on Saturday 2 July. We have been 
promised another fl ypast by the Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight, but as it promises to be something special we will say 
no more than to confi rm that we have had to change the formal 
opening to 12.30 hours. DO NOT MISS IT. BE THERE BY 12.20.

Professor Gilbert’s traditional Punch and Judy 
show will be there to entertain the children. 
We have a traditional Steel Band, the Classic 
Steel Pan Ensemble, to entertain everyone and 
a display of Classsic Cars for dads and lads. 
Children from Lenthall Infants School have 
promised another display of May Pole Dancing. 

The Blessing of the Well Dressing takes 
place at 13.45. 

The Coal Aston Bowling Club provide young 
and old with a bowling challenge, as well as 
cream teas. For the more energetic there will 
be another Tug o’ War organised by Anthony 
Hutchinson; this was won last year by a team 
from the Cross Daggers. If there are any 
challengers out there please contact Anthony. 

The success of our Galas over the past 30 
years, or so, would not have been achieved 
without the support, enthusiasm and 
participation of so many stall holders, 
refreshment providers, local trades’ 

people, helpers and the public participation. We 
express hearty thanks to everyone concerned. 

In the evening we have a concert featuring ‘The 
Stones’, who are described as the UK’s leading 
Rolling Stones Tribute Band. See Dates for Your 
Diary for details. 

After the excitement of Gala Day, why not 
round the weekend off with another visit 
to the Village Hall on Sunday to see, and 
perhaps purchase, examples of the talents of 
the Royle Art Group and three local wildlife 
photographers. The Arts Exhibition is open 
throughout the morning and afternoon and 
light refreshments will be available. 

refreshment providers, local trades’ 

challengers out there please contact Anthony. 

The success of our Galas over the past 30 
years, or so, would not have been achieved 

Pamela Wigfi eld
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Gala was a knock out
According to the feed back we have received since the Gala on 
Saturday 2 July, the general public tell us that this year’s event 
was the best ever. The Gala was extended by opening half an 
hour earlier than usual, at 12.30, to accommodate a fl ypast by 
a Spitfi re from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight piloted by 
Squadron Leader Ian Smith, the Offi cer Commanding BBMF. As 
the Spitfi re gently dipped its wings and disappeared into the 
west, the Gala was formally opened by the Dronfi eld Town Mayor, 
Councillor Doug Oxspring, and Mrs Oxspring . 

The Classic Steel Pan Ensemble, a steel band 
from Sheffi eld, got the afternoon off with a 
swing. Professor Gilbert’s Punch and Judy 
entertained a host of children and a sizeable 
audience of adults, whilst others crossed 
Eckington Road for the Well Blessing ceremony. 

Classic cars, a bowling green competition, the 
Dronfi eld fi re engine and tasty refreshments 
kept us on the move, not forgetting the 
opportunity to win a prize at the charity stalls 
or those promoting local interest groups such 
as the Chesterfi eld Canal Trust or Dronfi eld 

Town Twinning Federation. And all the while 
the competitors for the Tug o’War prepared 
themselves for battle. This competition was 
won by the team from the Yew Tree public 
house. 

In the lull before the children’s races pupils 
from Lenthall School gave a display of May 
Pole Dancing followed by an invitation for any 
children who wished to take hold of a ribbon 
and join in. And that was the theme of the 
afternoon ‘fun for the people by the people’. 

Masala
McCalls Butchers
New Leaf Garden Centre
The Royal Oak
The Cross Daggers
Sheaf Motors of Coal Aston
Stone The Crows
Ward’s Garden Centre
Wok Wonder

In September the Dronfi eld Town Twinning 
Federation entertained representatives from 
Sindelfi ngen and chose the Village Hall as the 
venue for their celebration dinner. They also 
kindly invited some members of the Management 
Committee to join them for the evening.

Pamela Wigfi eld
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Village Voice BriefsREGULAR ACTIVITIES AT 

THE VILLAGE HALL 

Monday
Learn Spanish  

For information telephone 01246 203650

Ladies Keep Fit 

Two classes 18.45 and 20.00 hours;  

for information telephone 0114 2746480

Tuesday
A Star Leisure; Cheer Leaders  

17.00 – 18.00 hours 

Stop Smoking 17.30 - 19.30 hours  

For information telephone 0800 085 22 99

St John’s Marching Band  

18.45 - 19.45 hours

Short Mat Bowling Club  

19.45 - 22.15 hours 

Wednesday
Art Class 10.00 hours - noon 

For more information telephone  

01246 413858 or 07962908013

Zumba fitness class  

17.30 - 19.15 hours 

For information telephone 07956 165287

 Norton Players 19.30 - 22.00 hours;  

For information telephone 0114 2746124

WI meets on the second  

Wednesday 19.15 hours  

For more information  

telephone 0114 2745317

Thursday
Pilates 19.00 – 21.00 hours 

For information telephone 0114 2747059

Ladies Keep Fit in the Main Hall  

18.45 - 19.45 hours

Friday
Rooms available for private hire 

Saturday
Rooms available for private hire

Sunday
Norton Players 19.30 - 22.00 hours

Stamp Fair: third Sunday of each month.

Antiques and Collectors Fairs:  

see local notices for dates.

Obituary
We are sad to report the death of Lorna 
Hurst Baugh on 4 April 2011. Lorna worked 
at Bletchley Park during the war as a code 
breaker and it is our intention to acknowledge 
Lorna’s interesting life in a future issue of 
Village Voice. 

Village Hall Management 
Committee
In the Spring issue of Village Voice we asked 
if there was anyone who would like to join 
the Village Hall Management Committee. We 
are delighted to report that two people have 
expressed an interest and we hope they will 
join our ranks. 

Peter Gray
Village Hall Management Committee  
member and well known to many as a 
member of Scuppered, Peter has spent two 
weeks on a motor cycle ‘safari’ in southern 
Africa. There is more about his trip in this 
issue of Dronfield Eye.

Open Gardens
Coal Aston Methodist Church Open Gardens 
Scheme on Sunday 10 July raised £2,600, 
including a donation to Bluebell Wood. 

Well Dressing
Jane Bulleyment and her team of volunteers 
who built this year’s Well Dressing raised 
£168 for the Village War Memorial Fund 
which brings the total up to about £4,000. 

Coal Aston WI
The Coal Aston WI meets at the Village 
Hall on the second Wednesday each month 
and would extend a warm welcome to new 
members. For further information, telephone 
0114 2745317. 

ROOMS FOR HIRE
The Village Hall has three rooms available 
for hire at various times. In addition to the 
Main Hall, which is ideal for dances, parties 
and concerts, there are two meeting rooms 
able to accommodate up to 40 people for 
seminars etc. depending upon the layout. One 
of these rooms is ideal for serving a buffet for 
events in the Main Hall, whilst the other has a 
computer/video projector. 

For more information contact a member of the 
Management Committee and for prices and 
availability telephone 01246 418573. 

After the weather problems of last 

November and the cancellation of the 

Pantomime - performed eventually in 

February this year, Norton Players are 

presenting Babes in the Wood from 

Tuesday 29 November to Saturday 3 

December at the Village Hall. They have 

been joined by some new faces this 

year, but are always on the lookout for 

members to get involved. This years’ tale 

of merriment includes Robin Hood and 

his merry men, the Sheriff of Nottingham 

and one or two characters not normally 

involved in the folklore of the period! 

It will have all the glitz and glamour 

associated with their fun-filled family 

pantomime. Tickets are £6.00 and £5.00 

concessions with a family ticket  

(2 adults, 2 children) at £20.00. 

Telephone 0114 2372326 to reserve 

yours now or call in on Wednesday and 

Sunday evenings from 7.30pm and book 

with them direct.
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In the Autumn 2004 Village Voice we published an 
article about Coal Aston Aerodrome. Recently, an 
interesting item from the July 31 1919 issue of Flight 
Magazine was brought to our notice by Keith Bentley 
of Bents Lane, Coal Aston. This encouraged us to 
search the original pages of Flight Magazine in the 
Flightglobal Archive, and we include extracts below, 
together with Keith’s contribution:
July 31 1919: Sheffield has been taking a 

great deal of interest during the past week 

as a result of the “flying week “ arranged by 

Messrs. Vickers. The four Avros at the Coal 

Aston aerodrome have been kept busy taking 

passengers, and the Vickers-Vimy was never 

without its full complement of 10 passengers 

when it went for a trip over the city. On July 24 

the Vimy, piloted by Capt. S. Cockerill, took a 

load of newspapers from Sheffield to Doncaster.

On July 25, Capt. Sir John Alcock and Lieut. 

Sir A. W. Brown were entertained to luncheon 

at the Vickers works, and were subsequently 

received by the Lord Mayor and Corporation 

and the Master Cutler at the Town Hall. In the 

afternoon they visited Coal Aston aerodrome 

and Capt. Alcock took the wheel of the Vickers-

Vimy during one of her trips.

Feb 20 1931: It is reported that Coal Aston 

has been chosen as the site for the Sheffield 

Municipal Aerodrome. 

July 10 1931: The Sheffield Hospitals’ Council 

were of the opinion that the establishment of 

an aerodrome at Coal Aston would make the 

present hospital site valueless and unsuitable 

for its purpose. The Chamber appreciated 

this, but in view of the long period before 

any hospital developments at Norton could 

take place, and with the certainty that great 

improvements in the silencing of machines 

would be made in the not too distant future, 

the Chamber recommended that the Coal Aston 

site be opened immediately as an aerodrome 

for an initial period of five years. 

July 1 1932: Displays in connection with 

Sir Alan Cobham’s National Aviation Day 

Campaign will be held on July 8 and 9 at 

Sheffield, Coal Aston Aerodrome

May 10 1934: An aerodrome has been 

established at Coal Aston, three miles south of 

the centre of Sheffield. It is not yet licensed, but 

permission to land may be obtained from Mr. 

E. Partington, Town Hall, Sheffield (Telephone 

20061), or at Cavendish Avenue, Dore, Sheffield 

(Telephone 70836), after 5 p.m. There is a 

garage, inn, taxi and telephone a quarter of a 

mile away at the Norton cross-roads.

And finally, headed as “Sheffield Returns to  

the Dark Ages”

Jan 17 1935: The supporters of aviation in 

Sheffield have received a severe blow. In a 

letter to the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce, 

on December 18, the Town Clerk stated that 

on and after March 1 no aeroplanes will be 

allowed to land at Coal Aston, Sheffield. The 

reason given for this ban is that elaborate 

preparations are necessary for the Yorkshire 

Show to be held there in July, but it is rumoured 

that the site will be used by the Corporation 

for housing. This retrograde step has caused 

much dissatisfaction, for Coal Aston has been 

described by Sir Alan Cobham as “The only 

possible site within reasonable distance of  

the city.” 

Meet the Management 
Committee

Martin Hanrahan

When the new Village Hall was first opened I 
wrote to congratulate the committee on their 
wonderful achievement. Some time later, I was 
invited to join the Management Committee. 
Our committee has some very talented people, 
from ex-servicemen, pilots, academics, former 
professional sportsmen and musicians but I 
only found out some of this when I read their 
profiles in this column. 

 Originally a Biologist, I’ve spent my working 
life in the ever-changing field of medical 
devices - mainly in the arenas of Cardiac 
and Vascular Surgery and Interventional 
Cardiology and Vascular Radiology. Having 
spent most of my career keeping blood 
flowing in arteries, my current role involves 
an innovative approach to treating liver 
tumours by selectively blocking blood flow and 
delivering chemotherapy - directly targeting 
the tumour. This form of treatment also avoids 
the unpleasant systemic side-effects. I really 
enjoy working with top specialists in Cath Labs 
and the Operating Theatre environment in the 
UK and overseas. 

I’ve lived most of my life in Dronfield and Coal 
Aston and love the Derbyshire countryside. 
My interests and hobbies include gardening, 
walking in the hills and countryside and 
wildlife. Skiing and playing tennis are activities 
I like to do, when I can. I enjoy listening to 
a wide variety of live music and playing the 
guitar (badly, as anyone who has heard me 
can testify). In the past I ‘trod the boards’ 
locally with Totley Operatic and Amateur 
Dramatic Society (TOADS). 

My wife, Helen, works in education for 
Sheffield Teaching Hospitals and was formerly 
a Cardiac ITU Sister. We will probably be 
running the ‘Splat the Rat’ stall again at next 
year’s Gala. Hope to see you there! 

Coal Aston 
International Airport  

(or what might have been...)
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Saturday 15 October
KIKI DEE AND CARMELO LUGGERI 

Pop legend Kiki Dee has had the most incredible career. 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered.  

This show is sure to be a sell out.  

Book early. Tickets £12.00.  

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00 hours. 

contact Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 5 November 
OLD SHEFFIELD (Part two) 

Illustrated talk by Andy Firth at 19.30 hours. 

Admission at the door £2.50. Light Refreshments available.

Saturday 12 November
The Swing Commanders – Western Swing –  

a welcome return for this band 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs .  

Bar Provided - Hurry nearly sold out 

Tickets £10.00 contact Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 19 November 
BARN DANCE with Strings and Reeds 

Dancing 19.45 until 23.30 hours.  

Tickets £9.00, including pea and pie supper,  

from 0114 2746124

Tuesday 29 November  
to Saturday 3 December

NORTON PLAYERS present their  

family pantomime 

BABES IN THE WOOD  

Curtain up 19.15; and Saturday Matinee  

at 14.30 hours. 

See Norton Players article for ticket information 

 or telephone 0114 2372326 

Saturday 17 December
Christmas Show – The usual mixture of music and merriment 

including Christmas Fayre 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs . Bar provided 

Tickets £6.00 . to reserve contact  

Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 14th January
Dave Berry and The Cruisers – What is now an annual visit for 

our local legend. 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs  

Tickets £10.00 contact Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 11th February
Elbow Jane – This fine acoustic 5 piece band  

gave us a great night in 2009 featuring their own songs  

plus interpretations of folk/pop standards. 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs  

Tickets £8.00 to reserve contact  

Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 10th March
Arose Between & Scuppered – Pop meets folk in an acoustic 

extravaganza – 2 established bands playing pop and folk 

covers. 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs 

Tickets £6.00 to reserve contact  

Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Saturday 14th April
Fake Thackray – Who can forget the topical comedy songs 

of the late Jake Thackray who graced our screens in the 

1960’s/70’s. Now brought to life again by John Watterson. 

Hosted and supported by Scuppered 

Doors open 19.30 for 20.00hrs  

Tickets £6.00 to reserve contact  

Pete – Pgray@sheffsaws.com or  

John – hodge358@btinternet.com

Coal Aston Village Hall is acknowledged 
as the district’s most popular venue for 

live entertainment.  
There is always a big demand for tickets.  

To avoid disappointment  
our advice is to book early.  
For more information visit  

our website (www.coalastonhall.org.uk). 

 STAMP FAIRS at the Village Hall on Sundays  

16 October, 20 November and 18 December. 

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTORS FAIRS are  

held from time to time. See local advertising  

for details. 

COAL ASTON VILLAGE VOICE, INCORPORATING THE 
VILLAGE HALL NEWSLETTER, IS PREPARED AND 
PUBLISHED BY THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF 
THE VILLAGE HALL

President Ronald Hubbard 01246 412427 
Chairman  Pamela Wigfield  01246 418291 
Secretary  Philip Bradburn  01246 416622 
Treasurer Stephen Bray 01246 411155 
Pauline Barker 
Steven Barnett   01246 410046 
John Bennett   01246 415892 
Peter Gray   01246 410611 
Martin Hanrahan  01246 418183  
Steve Hepper   07973 124526 
John Hodge  01246 411526  
   
Observations and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily represent the views of the Editorial 
Sub-committee nor the Village Hall Management 
Committee.

We welcome your news, old photographs, views and 
items for publication in future issues. Send these to the 
sub-Committee at the Village Hall, using the post box 
outside the main door or by post to Coal Aston Village 
Hall, Eckington Road, Coal Aston, S18 3AX.

Telephone and fax 01246 415630; Bookings only  
telephone 01246 418573
Website: www.coalastonhall.org.uk

COAL ASTON VILLAGE HALL  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dronfield 
Town 
Twinning 
Federation
2011 marks the 40th anniversary 
of the twinning agreement 
between Dronfield and 
Sindelfingen. Members from 
Dronfield visited Sindelfingen 
during the first week of May  
and a party from Germany  
visited Dronfield from  
22 – 26 September 2011.      

 

    

Street sculpture in Sindelfingen 

Town twinning emblems in Sindelfingen, 
including the Dronfield beehive 

The Dronfield Federation hosted a Reception 
and Social Evening for the visitors in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 24 September. 
Entertainment was provided by Albert’s  
Skiffle Band.

For further information about the Federation 
contact the Secretary on 01246 414042. 


